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GM_ DONATES CAR TO CONCORDIA 


Montréal / January 9, 1989 --- General Motors of Detroit, Michigan, 
has donated a $23,000 (U.S.) car to a team of Concordia University 
engineering students to develop a high-performance fuel-efficient engine 
powered by methanol. Thirty-one North American universities applied for the 
car. Concordia is the only Canadian university to obtain one. 

The computerized Chevrolet Corsica LT was presented recently to the 
Concordia student branch of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) by the 
GM Technical Centre in Detroit. The car will be converted to run on methanol 
fuel and then used to participate in the Methanol Marathon, a 1,100-mile, 
five-day road rally next spring from Detroit through Toronto to Washington, 
D.C. 

During the past six years Concordia Mechanical Engineering students 
have won three major awards in national engineering design competitions. 

Martin Smith, team captain of the project, says "the team will 
convert the GM car to operate on 85 per cent methanol and only 15 per cent 
gas (M85)." 

The Canadian Department of Energy, Mines and Resources and the U.S. 
Department of Energy have contributed $1,000 (U.S.) to each student team to 
defray the technical costs of the methanol conversion. 

Winning teams will share $20,000 (U.S.) in cash prizes donated by 
the two government agencies at the end of the rally, which begins April 28, 
1989. In addition to Smith, the other members of the team are Greg Rohrauer, 
Tim Swail, Daniel Guinz, Joe Guadagno, Pierre Parkinson, Martin Woolard, 
Peter Lawn and Rhonda Deacon. 
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Media representatives requiring additional information should contact DONNA 
VARRICA, Public Relations Officer, at (514) 848-4884. 


